The Humble Petition 


OF [425 


| Presbyterian Miniſters, and Profeffors of the Church, 
to the High Commiſhoner and Parliament of 
Scotland, 


Sheweth, | _ 
Hat as we cannot bur acknowledge and adore the holy and Righteous Diſpenſa. 
| tion of the Lord, in all the great and long continued Aﬀtictions, wherewith he 
hath AMiRed us for our Sins ; lo we are not a little filled with Admiration at the 
reat and wonderful Providence of our molt graciqus God, who aloze doth great wonders, 
A his Mercy endareth for ever,That at ſuch a rime,when our ſtrength was gone,and there 
was none to Deliver, he merczfully ſtirred up that Pious and Magnaninous Prince, }W;/- 
liam, then Prince of Orange, now, by the good hand of God, cur Gracious Soyeraign, to 
Eſpouſe the Intereſt of the Proteſtant Religion, and of theatHicted Mainilters and Profte(- 
ſars thereof in theſe CO and hath BEiſed him in fo Heroick and Noble an under- 
taking, with agreeable Succeſs ; As alſo harh raiſed up your Lordſhips, our moſt Noble 
and Honourable Patriots, to joyn heartily with His Majeſty, in appearing zealouily for 
ſecuring of the Proteſtant Religion in this Kingdom, and tor wlat may tend to the bet- 
ter eſtabliſhmeat thereof in all its concerns ; and ineyidencing your juſt Indignation 
again $iie Corruptions of Church and Stare, in your Lordſhips Clazm of Right: And 
particularly, by freeing us of the Yoke of Prelacy, and of the undue Power and Ec- 
cleſjaſtical Supremacy in Church-matters, formerly eſtabliſhed 1n the Supream Magif- 
trat. And as theſe your Lordſhips zealous beginnings of appearing, tgr the intreſt of the 
Proteſtant Religion, and Profeiſors thereof, have been, and are great matter of joy to 
our Hearts, eof blefling and magnitying our Lord and Maſter in your Lordfhips be- 
half ; Sp they are a-Door Hope to us, a; to all that love the true reformed Proteſtant 
Rehgion 1a this Land, That his Grace, }1is 3ajeft:es High Commiſſioner, and this ho- 
nourable Court of Parliament,will in your Starion, go on zealouily in your begun Work 
of purging ths poor oppreſſed Church, trom all Corruptions brought into it, by Ambiti- 
ous and Covetous Church-men, who ſought their own 4 mes but not the things of Feſus 
Chriſt; and from all the {ad Conſequenles, which have followed upon the ErcCting of 
 Prelacy ; Such as were, the driving ſeveral hundreds of Miniſters, all. at one time, out of 
their Churches, without either Accuſation or. Citation, and the filling of their places 
with Ignorant and Scandalous Perſons ; (which His Majeſty is graciouily pleaſed to no- 
| | tice in His Declaration for Scotland, as an occalion of all this poor Churches mileries, 


and from which inſupportable Sutterings, He Declared His refolution to relieve and 
reſcue us) And we may add, with many alſo erronequs, and untound in the Faith, ene- 

nues to the Reformation, and who have now appeared dillafeRed to the preſent Ciyi! 

Government; As alſo the framing of a pumerous Train of Severe Laws, lgyerally CxCs 

cuted hoth on Miniſters and-People of a{l Degrees, ſo jar that even while we were £0u1- 

zed and treated as-ſheep for the laughter, wee might not Petition nor Complain, without 

, rendring our ſelves highly Criminal by the Laws and Acts then made, All which, we 
hope, the Commiſſioner fi. Grace, and your Lorſhips this preſent Parliament, will 

take to your ſerzous Conſideration, and will free this poor Qppre:{zd Church from ſuch 
Oppreltors and Oppreſſions, and ſettle it again upon the right Foundations of Govern- 

ment and Diſcipline, agreeable to the Word of God, and Ealtablithed in this, Church 

by Law, near an Hundred Years ago, Which Scrtlemene we are confident, will 

prove the beſt Remedy of all our otherwiſe jpcurable Diſtrattions, and rhe means of 
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| the Presbyterian-way, as they ſhall be Eccleſiattically approyed aud 


; neceſlary ! 


Fed and tofled Church, may at length, through God's Bleſſing, Arriyg 


"vanced; and continued to tuter Generations; And fo the Bleſſing of the Chur 
"was ready to periſh, may remain {till upon His Majeſty, and your Lorgfhips,. 
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11n the mot Corru NULL, 1 VayA VY 
Grievance to the Church, as the Source and Fountain of a Corrupt Mu 

thele may be Aboliſhed; And that the Churclf may be Eitall IN its tOr 
"Foundation, Confirmed by many Ads of Parliament, {ince. the VEar .one,” Tho 1 
five Hundred and Sixty. And that all As contrarit to the Governmeit, that Ratife 
Ceremonies, and Impoſe Puniſhments on Presbyterians, tor Non-conformity, and for 
' Worſhiping God, according to their Principles, may be Abrogat, and-a$SAa good and 


* ins (humbly ſubmitting to your Lord{hips Wildom, the Method pt Conſidering, 
VE-Gvarins theſe Our Rres) Thus all things being done for. the Houle of the "C 
of Heaven, according to the Commandment of the (0d of ERVIN 67% 


G 
x 
_ 
\ 
- 


| | | "7 VS | 'Y | * - — > uo Is & 

quietingſagd utiting hg whole Country, ina joy yt and firm oppoſitionagainſt all His 
Majeſties and your Lotdſhips Enemies . 44 oP "3 OY 

| /e, theretore His Mzjcities moſt Loyal Subjects, and your Lordſhips moſt humble. 
and dutiful Servants in Chriſt, Humbly Feleech the Commiſſioner his Grace, and the 
Honourable Eſtates of Pariiament, ſeeing the King's Majefty hath declared, and your 
Lord{hips with him have Zealovily appeared tor the Proteitant Religion, You would 
be Gractoufly pleaſed, by your Civil Sanction, to Eſtabliſh and Ratihe the late Confef: 
ſion of Faith, with the Larger and Shorter-Catechiſms, ( which contain the Summ and - 
Subſtance of the Doctrine of the Reformed Churehes ) "Ihe Directory of Worthip,and 
Presbyterial Church-Government and Diſcipline, all agreeable to the Word of God, and 
tormerly received by the General Conſent of this Nation. And ſeeing: Prelacy; and all 
who have entred under Prelacy, have been Impoled upon the Church, without her 
Conſent in any of he Free General Aſſemblies, and that i resbyterial Government can- 
not be {ccure in the hands of them, who are of contrary ,Principles ; the Hae 


humbly Petition, that the Church-Goverament may be Eſtabliſhed in the HandS$ot 
ſuch only, who by their tormer Carriage and Sutferings, have evinced, that they re 
known {ound Presbyterians, and well attected to. His Majefies Government ; or who 
hereafter ſhall be found to be ſuch, (which we arc hopetul by the Grace of God thx 
be managed with ſuch Chriſtian Prudence, Moderatipn and '[endernels, as ſhalt leaye 

10 jult matter of Complaint to any. ) And-that;nat only theſe, Muyſters: Yet. Alive, - 
who were uyjuttly thruſt from their Churches, :may. c Reitgred thercunto, and theſe 
Pariſhes and Flocks at that time, no leſs vMcntly impoſed, upon, may;.be irced from - 
Tntruders; but alſo all other Presbyterian Miniſters, who either are a TRY Of nad be 

by reſpeQtive Flocks called hereafter, may have accels to be ſettled” in C urches, yl 7 
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may have your Lordſhips Civil Sanction acded thereunto. ,.. a 
And we alfo Requeſt, that the Church thus Eſtabliſhed, may beg 6d by 
Lordſhips Civil SanCtion, ro Appoint Viſitations for Purging out Intiihicieitt; Neel. 
gent, Scandalous, and Frroneous Mitters. And leing Patronage, Wane» y A 5 3 & 
' and Latter Times of Antichriitiani{m, have alw Fs BE < 
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ſhed upon its former 


Nieans, for preſerving th2 purity of the Church, your Lord{hips take Gate, 


that Learned, Sound, and Godly Men be put in Univerſities and Semunarzes of LE 


' zour Lorgſh 

oor long oppr 

+ od's Bleſinks ATR beef. 

viet Harbour, And'the True Honour and Happineſs of His Majelty, agg your  Lomg- 
ips, as th [ Nurſing Fathers of the Church of Chrilt.jn this Land, may beatle . || » 

ſhits, as the figna NU = | 7, Church that 
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ious and wiſe managing theſe Afﬀairs of the Church of Chriſt, This 
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'. - Abdyour Lordſhips Petitioners ſhall ever pray, that (30a may Blefi and ProtetFihe EY 
- 43:21) Bir nsof Their Majefties King WILLIAM 4#4.Queen M ARY, long 10 Rule lb 
and Govern this Nation, and your Lordihips »»ger them, =o” 'H 
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